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Disclaimer

The views and opinions expressed in this presentation are those 

of the presenters and do not necessarily reflect or represent the 

views and opinions held by the hosts of this presentation, nor 

those of the presenters' employers.



By the end of this virtual session, you will be able to . . .

Define academic file-sharing and describe how it works.

Explain how predatory commercial file-sharing sites can exploit or 

deceive students (and instructors).

Discuss how educators can support ethical sharing of learning 

materials amongst students.
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What is academic file 
sharing?

How does it work?
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Academic file-
sharing
. . . the transfer and trading 

of lecture materials, notes, 

assessment tasks, answers, 

and responses with others, 

including Internet-based 

sites, for a fee, for free, or 

to barter.

Rogerson, A., & Basanta, G. (2016). 

Peer-to-peer file sharing and academic 

integrity in the Internet age. In T. 

Bretag (Ed.), Handbook of academic 

integrity (273-285). Springer. 
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Key Questions
Should academic file-sharing be considered a form of 

cheating?

If deemed inappropriate, is academic file-sharing a 
passive or active form of academic misconduct1?

How do your institutions’ policies and 
procedures address academic file-sharing?
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1 Anitsal, I., Anitsal, M.M., & Elmore, R. (2009). 
Academic dishonesty and intention to cheat: a 
model on active versus passive academic 
dishonesty as perceived by business students. 
Academy of Educational Leadership Journal, 
13(2).



Plagiarism
Cheating on 

Quizzes, Tests, & 
Exams

Inappropriate/ 
Unauthorized
Collaboration

Duplicate 
submission

Personation Academic Fraud

Accommodation 
Under False 
Pretenses

False or Misleading 
Representation

Sabotage/Deliberately 
Impeding the 

Progress of Other 
Students

Collusion Fabrication of Data
Facilitation of 

Academic 
Misconduct

Stoesz, B. M., Eaton, S. E., Miron, J., & Thacker, E. (2019). Academic integrity and contract cheating policy analysis of colleges in 
Ontario, Canada. International Journal of Educational Integrity, 15(4). https://doi.org/10.1007/s40979-019-0042-4

Stoesz, B. M., & Eaton, S. E. (under review). Understanding the academic integrity policies of publicly funded universities in 
western Canada. 
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How do predatory 
commercial file-sharing 

sites exploit and deceive 
students (and instructors)?
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Normalizing file-
sharing
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Sponsor 
student events
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“. . . group work, e-portfolios, wikis, and blogs 
are collaborative activities sanctioned by the 
institution, students may extend this explicit approval to 
other educational activities that appear to be equally 
legitimate"

Rogerson, A. M., & Basanta, G. (2016). Peer-to-peer file sharing and academic integrity in the internet age. In T. Bretag
(Ed.), Handbook of Academic Integrity (pp. 273-285) Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-287-098-8_55
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7
Ambiguity of 
collaboration
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Use of Social Media and 
Campus Ambassadors
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Elude blocking filters 
when classified as 
‘online shopping’
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Positioned as ‘cutting 
edge’
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Positioned as 
opponents of academic 
cheating
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Capitalizing on the 
uncertainty, stress, and 
anxiety related to COVID
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Sponsor professional 
development events and 
resources for educators
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“we [must] approach our 
tools and technologies 
always with one eyebrow 
raised”
Morris, S. M., & Stommel, J. (2017, June 15). A guide for resisting edtech: The case 
against Turnitin. Hybrid Pedagogy. https://hybridpedagogy.org/resisting-edtech/
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Entice users with a 
credit system or 
special offers
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Marketed as homework help, 
note-sharing, study resources, 
ed tech, student support, 
student community, etc.
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How can educators support 
ethical sharing of learning 

materials amongst students?
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Multi-stakeholder, multi-faceted approaches to promoting 
academic integrity and preventing academic misconduct

Whitley, B.E., & Keith-Spiegel, P. (2012). Academic dishonesty: an 
educator’s guide. Psychology Press.

Bertram Gallant, T. (2008). Academic integrity in the 21st century: 
a teaching and learning imperative. Jossey-Bass.
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Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education. (2020). 
Contracting to cheat in higher education: How to address essay 
mills and contract 
cheating. https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/guidance/contracting-
to-cheat-in-higher-education-2nd-edition.pdf

Strategic

Operational

Institution-
wide

Standards Staffing

ActivitiesEducation

https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/guidance/contracting-to-cheat-in-higher-education-2nd-edition.pdf


• Discuss file-sharing specifically with students2,3
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1 Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education. (2020). Contracting to cheat in higher education: how to address essay mills 
and contract cheating. https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/guidance/contracting-to-cheat-in-higher-education-2nd-edition.pdf
2 Rogerson, A. M., & Basanta, G. (2016). Peer-to-peer file sharing and academic integrity in the internet age. In T. Bretag (Ed.), 
Handbook of Academic Integrity (pp. 273-285) Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-287-098-8_55
3 Sutton, A., & Taylor, D. (2011). Confusion about collusion: working together and academic integrity. Assessment & Evaluation in
Higher Education, 36(7), 831-841.

https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/guidance/contracting-to-cheat-in-higher-education-2nd-edition.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-287-098-8_55


umanitoba.ca

Don’t share files that are not yours because these are 
protected by copyright law.

Instructors often provide students with slides, handouts, 
assignments, journal articles, and practice exams by email 
or UM Learn for educational purposes. The way that you 
use them must comply with copyright law.

Don't share files to help someone cheat, which is n 
academic integrity violation under the University of 
Manitoba's Student Discipline Bylaw.

Don’t share your personal information with individuals or 
companies if you cannot be sure how and where that 
information will be used.
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Do’s and Don’ts 
of sharing course notes and study materials

This work was adapted from Sheridan Library and Learning Services 
(https://sheridancollege.libguides.com/copyright/coursesharing#:~:text=There%20are%20commercial%
20note%2Dsharing,to%20access%20other%20people's%20content.) and Morris, S. M., & Stommel, J. 
(2017, June 15). A guide for resisting edtech: The case against Turnitin. Hybrid Pedagogy. 
https://hybridpedagogy.org/resisting-edtech/

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
ShareAlike 4.0 International License.

SHOW YOUR INTEGRITY

Do ask yourself these questions:

Are these my own lecture notes (not word-for-word 
notes from my professor or another person) or 
study materials?

If they are not, you can’t share them without 
permission.

Who am I deciding to share my materials with? 
What are their terms of service? Are they 
trustworthy? Do I have to pay? Do I need to 
provide my personal information? Where will my 
information be stored?

https://umanitoba.ca/admin/governance/governing_documents/students/student_discipline.html
https://sheridancollege.libguides.com/copyright/coursesharing#:~:text=There%20are%20commercial%20note%2Dsharing,to%20access%20other%20people's%20content.
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


• "Assessment design, redesign, and refresh“2

• Limit access to marked assessments

• Add watermarks to all your course materials

• Search for your assessments on file-sharing company 
websites and request removal1

• Use RSS feeds1
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1 Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education. (2020). Contracting to cheat in higher education: how to address essay mills 
and contract cheating. https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/guidance/contracting-to-cheat-in-higher-education-2nd-edition.pdf
2 Rogerson, A. M., & Basanta, G. (2016). Peer-to-peer file sharing and academic integrity in the internet age. In T. Bretag (Ed.), 
Handbook of Academic Integrity (pp. 273-285) Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-287-098-8_55

https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/guidance/contracting-to-cheat-in-higher-education-2nd-edition.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-287-098-8_55


• Update institutional policies and 
procedures

• Communicate to the learning community 
that the practice of file-sharing may be a 
copyright violation2

• Block contract cheating and file-sharing 
website addresses on 
institutional networks1

Image credit: Microsoft, Stock image
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1 Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education. (2020). Contracting to cheat in higher education: how to address essay mills and contract 
cheating. https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/guidance/contracting-to-cheat-in-higher-education-2nd-edition.pdf
2 Rogerson, A. M., & Basanta, G. (2016). Peer-to-peer file sharing and academic integrity in the internet age. In T. Bretag (Ed.), Handbook of 
Academic Integrity (pp. 273-285) Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-287-098-8_55

https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/guidance/contracting-to-cheat-in-higher-education-2nd-edition.pdf


SHOW YOUR INTEGRITY

INSPIRE
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Key Questions
Is academic file-sharing a form of contract cheating?

Is inappropriate academic file-sharing a passive or 
active form of academic misconduct?

How do your institution’s policies and/or procedures 
address academic file-sharing?
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